
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

Great Falls High School – Great Falls, South Carolina 

Monday, April 16, 2018 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. Lawson, chairperson; Dr. Collins, vice chairperson; Mrs. Hampton; 
Mrs. James; Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; and Mr. Smith.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Bain, superintendent; Mr. Gardner, chief operations officer; Mrs. 
Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief 
human resources teacher quality officer; Mr. Rollins, director of information technology; Mr. 
Barr, director of Chester County Career Center; Dr. Graham, principal of Chester High 
School; Mrs. Snipes, principal of Lewisville High School; and Mrs. Brunson, principal of 
Great Falls Middle School. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Lawson called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mr. Smith gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(e), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
  Mrs. Lawson made a request to amend the agenda.  She requested that item b. 
Discussion of Various Personnel Issues, item c. Property Matter on Referendum Discussion 
and item d. Contractual Matter on Public Relations Plan under the Executive Session 
section, and item b. Referendum Decision under the Action Items section be tabled until the 
June board meeting.  
 
 Dr. Collins made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, to table the agenda items b, c 
and d under the Executive Session section, and item b under the Action Items section until 
the June board meeting.  The motion passed with a 6-1 vote.  Dr. Collins, Mrs. Lovern, 
Mrs. Hampton, Mrs. James, Mr. Smith and Mrs. Lawson voted in favor of the motion.  Mr. 
Shannon opposed. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mrs. Lawson announced the Public Comment section and the procedure for 
addressing the board.  She also announced the names of persons who requested to 
address the board for Public Comment. 
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 Mr. Alan Streeter, school district employee and resident of Fort Lawn, addressed the 
board to make a request that the referendum on a workforce readiness center be put back 
on the ballot for the November election.  Mr. Streeter expressed his belief that the career 
and technology education students would benefit from having a workforce readiness center 
where they could be taught the job skills needed for 21st century jobs. 
 
 Ms. Kena Funderburk, spokesperson for residents of Great Falls and Lewisville 
attendance areas, addressed the board to express a concern about the district facility  
needs plan and the information presented to the communities.  Ms. Funderburk  
purported that the district facility needs plan has major inconsistencies, and there was  
no accountability for the inconsistencies.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Dr. Collins, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of March 19 and 
April 10, 2018, meetings; overnight field trip request; and maintenance items for online 
public surplus auction. 
 

BOARD COMMENTS 
 Mrs. James commented on the Giti Math and Science Awards Program event and the 
math and science club students from Chester Park Elementary Center of Literacy through 
Technology, Great Falls Middle School and Great Falls High School that won first place 
awards.  She commended the students for their achievements.      
 
 Mrs. Lawson also commented on the Giti Math and Science Awards Program event, 
and she commended the students that won first place awards. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Bain reported on the district’s Giti Math and Science Awards 
Program winners.  She reported that the math and science clubs at Great Falls High 
School, Great Falls Middle School and Chester Park Elementary Center of Literacy through 
Technology were first place winners for two years in a row.  Dr. Bain commended the 
students in the math and science clubs for their achievements. 
 

 Operations Report – Mr. Gardner gave a brief report on the delivery method for the 
new IT building at the old Lewisville Middle School cafeteria site.  He reported that the 
design-bid-build plan previously approved by the board was the best plan to use for the 
scope of the project.  Mr. Gardner also reported that he would keep the board informed 
about the progress on the building project.    
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  Financial Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the monthly financial report for the period 
ending March 31, 2018, of the fiscal year 2018 (Attachment A).  She reported that three 
fourths of the budget had been met and the revenue and the expenditures were on target.  
 
 Mrs. Jinnette reported the latest budget information available from the state that 
included both House and Senate budget actions on base student cost (BSC), employer’s 
share for retirement, teacher salaries and teacher step increases.  She also reported that 
she would keep the board updated on budget information from the state when it becomes 
available. 
 

 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap made a presentation on the recently held Giti Math 
and Science Awards Program event, and the district’s math and science club award winners 
in high school, middle school and elementary school divisions. 

 
 After the presentation, Mrs. Dunlap reported on the teacher mini grants recently 
awarded by the Chester County Public Education Foundation.  She concluded the report 
with a reminder of the upcoming year-end school events.  
 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter made a presentation on the Rock Star 
Teacher of the Month for March.  After the presentation, he reminded everyone about the 
support staff recognition on April 17, which was the next day. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Mrs. Lawson and Mr. Smith, respectively, read a Potential Conflict of Interest 
statement (Attachment B).  The statements were as follows: 
 

My daughter, Amanda L. Freeman, is among those persons recommended by        
the superintendent for employment for the 2018-2019 school year. The 
recommendation will be presented tonight in executive session, and, as required 
by law [S.C. Code, Section 8-13-700, “Rules of Conduct”], I will not participate in 
the election of my daughter when the board acts on the superintendent’s 
recommendations in open session. 

 
 My daughter-in-law, Nancy J. Smith, is among those persons recommended by   

the superintendent for employment for the 2018-2019 school year. The 
recommendation will be presented tonight in executive session, and, as required 
by law [S.C. Code, Section 8-13-700, “Rules of Conduct”], I will not participate in 

the election of my daughter-in-law when the board acts on the 
superintendent’s recommendations in open session. 

 
 Mrs. James made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Hampton, to go into executive session.  
The motion passed unanimously (7-0).  
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 The board entered executive session at 6:58 p.m. for a certified personnel hiring 
recommendations and resignations discussion. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to return to open session. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Certified Personnel Hiring Recommendations – On a motion by Mrs. James, 
seconded by Dr. Collins, the board voted 5-0-2 to approve the employment of Amanda L. 
Freeman and Nancy J. Smith for the 2018-2019 school year.  Mrs. James, Dr. Collins, Mrs. 
Hampton, Mrs. Lovern and Mr. Shannon voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Lawson and Mr. 
Smith abstained. 

 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Dr. Collins, the board voted 5-2 to approve 
the certified personnel hiring recommendations as presented (Attachment C).  Mrs. James, 
Dr. Collins, Mrs. Lovern, Mr. Smith and Mrs. Lawson voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. 
Hampton and Mr. Shannon opposed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mrs. James moved, and Dr. Collins seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Angela H. Bain, PhD, SPHR 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
Denise C. Lawson 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


